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My dear Golonel: 





We have recently had a five day visit of thirty repre. pennies 


' ofthe United States press and radio networks, We provided them with 
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an opportunity to look at anything on the Islend and made every effort 
te give true, clear and comprehensive answers to any questions they 
presented, -Duriny their stay here and upon their departure the visiting 
journalists gave every evidence of having heen favorably impressed. 

tn this they corroborated the fevorable views of the various United 
States press representatives who are nuw permumently stationed in 
Pormosa, i 


It has been a long time since we have been “visited by official 
representatives Of the Department of Defense ~- except of course the 
air, naval and military aliaches attached to the Untied States diplomatic 
representation in Formosa. We would very mich like to heve the 
pleasure of welcoming any representative you may wish to sead us. I 
ami sure they could have a more vivid and more comprehensive picture 
both of the internal situation and of the critical aspects of the wasid 
problems in relation to Formosa, 


ide not think that there coukd be many informed cbservers in the 

United States who can any longer ignor Russian intentions and Russian 
activities that have now becore so pron.cunced and dynamic in their 
efforts io seize control of all Hast Asia and the western Pacific. It has 
been senably veported that extensive work is being done te the airficlds 
in Hainan, Russian air power is being rapidly extended through Eastern 
China right down to the Inde-Ghina border, and airfields are being 
repaired throughout China. Medern anti-aireraft batteries to defend 
these airfields have already been established on smany aly bases. They 
consist of radar controlled guns, and they have lately been using the 

“proximity: fase, which apparently is now under production in Russia. 
Modern Russian alrerait are being roobilized throughout Eastern China. 
‘These include some of the latest jet types, as well as some of the newer 
Japanese sero fighters. Ikis our conviction that raany of these planes, 
particularly the zero fighters and the jets, are flown by forcign pilots -- 
Japanese and Russian. However, on this point we de not yet have firm 
confirmation. Up to the present moment the communists have not used 
any of their aircraft against Government controlled areas and therefore 
have avoided the risk of identification of the nationality of their pilots, 
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ee, re ad 
in passing it shovld be observed that the Russians are tow 


planning to test their modern equipment, such as the Yak-21 jet planes, 
under combat conditiens. The Yak-21, Iam told by our intelligence, is 
faster than the 1. &. £-80 and F-84 types. Iam sending you a phote- 

gtaph of the Yak-21 on one of the Ghanghei fields, 


it appears to me that ii would be of advasitage to the United 
Mates if some of your jets could be tested under actual cormbat against 
the Russian equivalents, It occurred to me that the sale of same of 
your jet planes might be arranged and the Chinese Air Force would 
undertake not to use any of these planes over the mainland, but weold 
limnit their use for the protection of formosa in order te ensure that 
this type, of equipment will not be retrieved by the Russians. 


@hina is in irumediate need of aircraft, especially of the jet 
type, In general, Ghina needs to be supplied with irmmediate military 
aid in the form of modern aircraft, radar, prea: jet feel, and 
training personnel for the new aaa celal 


46 far as supplies for the army are concerned, we succeeded 
in removing some arsenals from the rsainland which, with some 
rehabilitation of damaged Japanese arsenals in Formosa, perroiis us 
to manufacture ammunition and rebore Japanese rifles captured from 
the communists to fit American armmunition, However, the army 
urgently needs ammunition, rifles, machine guns, mortars and trana- 
portation equipment, With adequate equipment and ammunition the 
guerillas on the mainland could be move effectively armed and equipped 
for their task of keeping the ussians occupied. 


Yor the navy there is need for more ships. There is a pressing 
need for aramunition, an urgent need for spare parts, In 1945-46 the 
United States established a policy to assist China in rebuilding the 
Ghinese Navy. The Gongress of the United States, on the recoramenda- 
tion of the United States Gevernment, passed a law for this purpose. 

The expiration date of this lew was 16 duly 1951, But the tranefer of 
ships was terminated on 1 Tuly 1948, and the number authorized in the 
law was never transferred, for this and other reasans the build-up of 
the Chinese Navy, as originally authorized and presursably contemplated 
by the law, was never completed, 


BR goes without saying that we, on our part, would welcome 
adequate supervision by your officers to ensure that proper use would 
be made of the arms and equipment obtained frem your country -- 
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. : . . ae Ss, ach? 
similar te the supervision now being provided by your officials in al 
EOS and the Foint Commission of Rural Reconmstrection prograri. We 
have long desired and advocated this procedure. 


Previously, such supervision by the United States officers was 
refused by your Government because it was asserted that it wauld 
impose too heavy 4 corarmitment on the United States. In your White 
Paper the reason for according such advisery help te Greene while 
denying it to Ghina is stated to be that in Greece, a srmall country of 
only seven million people, advisory help could be furnished, while _ 
China with ite 450 million people presented much too great a burden, 
it appears to zac thet even if such reasoning was ever valid, it so longer 
holds at this time. In 1948 Greece, under what was characterized as 

an inefficient and corrupt government, was furnished aid under the super- 
vision of advisory assisiance against all of Russia and castern satellite 
countries to the north of Greece, At present China is pitted against 
communist urepe and Asia with even greater odds lined up against 
freedom, and fighting for even greater stakes, Whatever the outside 
speculation may be, we here in Formosa are determined to held on 
and eventually return ta the meinland and free our people from the 
Bussiaga yoke. ‘ 


it is very late, but even yet itis not teo late. I realize your 
great affection for Ghina and your concern for world peace. I feel cer-~ 
tala thai coupled with your far-sighted vision and atatesmanship you 
will find a way out of the terrible dilemma which hurnanity faces. 
There can be little doubt that the sommunists and theiy minsters are 
restived to capture Formosa and desirey the Nationalist Government 
as soon as they can. Their view raust be that they cannct consslidate 
complete contrel and subjection of the masses on the mainland until 
they desirey this center of hape on Formosa that continues the activities 
of one and a half million guerillas on the mainland. 


In conglusion, I wish to assure you that whatever our difficulties 
may be we are determined to fight for our freedor: and Hherty. In the 
meantime, we hope that by our determined stand Formosa will prove to 


be as great a festering wound to Stalin as the British isles were to 


Bitler ° 


With ail good wishes and personal regards to Mrs, Johnson 
and yourself, 


Yours sincerely, 


4s) earns Chiang 
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